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Delivered Free to All Homes, Schools, Hospitals and
Commercial Premises in the greater Beaumont Area

Welcome to
The Beaumont News 2009

Welcome to the first issue of The Beaumont News
2009 –and what a difference a year has made.This time
last year the ‘R’,‘D’,‘B’ and ‘B’ words were not on our
radar and were not even part of our vocabulary. This
year it is wall-to-wall Recession, Depression, Banks and
Budgets. Radio, TV and newspapers pump out little
else, each trying to upstage the other with the
gloomiest and most negative story. RDBB is similar to
a global computer virus, it is spreading rapidly and
there appears to be no known defences. It has the
capacity to wipe out pensions, savings and investments
overnight. All of this negativity has many people living
in great fear for their future and there is nobody
shining a glimmer of light towards the way out of this
dark mire – few people doubt we are now in.
Amidst all the doom and gloom we must all strive
to survive and live in the best we know how.We are all
less ‘well off’ than we were this time last year; our
homes are down in value 60%, pensions down 50%,
many shares wiped out and more than 12% of us are
unemployed. If this was prophesised last year would
any of us have listened–and even if we did there was
little we could have done to prevent it happening.
We must all act in solidarity and help our weaker
neighbours when they fall –and there will be fallers and
casualties as we negotiate a survival route through this
dark and miserable journey. The true sense and value
of good neighbourliness, solidarity and community
spirit must be nurtured and encouraged to grow and
prosper because it is the best way for the people of
Beaumont to get out of this and to the other side. A
massive shift in attitude is needed if we are to succeed,
we must be prepared to take less and give more –and
this will be painful for all of us. We must move to a
space where we can say “Yes, we can”. Apportioning
blame for who took us here will be a topic of
conversation in many a home and pub for years to
come –but it will not contribute one iota to helping us
get back out. The way through and the way out of this
black hole, is probably the biggest challenge ever faced
by Beaumont Residents Association and its Members.
Suggestions on how we can best assist our members
and community in this regard is very welcome.
And now for a bit of better news! Dermot Carew,
proprietor of the Beaumont House has agreed to
sponsor The Beaumont News for 2009.
And another bit of good news!We have a Free Prize
Quiz in this issue (back page) and five prizes to be won.

Dates for your Diary in 2009

6th June: Kids Sports & Fun Fest
28th November: Senior Citizens
Christmas Party
13th December: Santa’s Visit

BRA CONTACT DETAILS
Beaumont Residents Association
Email: info@beaumontresidents.ie
Web: www.beaumontresidents.ie
The
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2009 AGM WELL ATTENDED

SPRING 2009

Standing L to R: Chris Foy (Assistant Treasurer), Patricia Flood, Deirdre Higgins (Assistant Secretary), Frank O’Driscoll,
Weldon Costello, Anne Cullen,Tony King, Joan Ennis.
Seated L to R: Phyllis Redmond (Treasurer), Des Maguire (Chairman), David Doyle (Secretary), Noreen Maher (Vice Chairperson)
absent from photo: Anne Maher and Samuel Bolton

The Annual General Meeting was once again
well supported. It’s always very encouraging to
see a good turnout and it’s nice to know the
Committee’s work is acknowledged and
appreciated. In a time of relative calm when there
are no major emotive issues or problems
threatening the community, the interest of
members is more difficult to capture.
The Community of Beaumont can rest
assured that they are living in a very safe area
where there are no major incidents of any kind. In
the words of Sergeant Stephen Daly “Beaumont
continues to enjoy a low level of crime compared
to other areas of Dublin” This secure safe
community is not just a matter of luck, neither
does it just happen by accident –it is down to the
day to day vigilance and actions of many.
Your opportunity to show your support for
your neighbours and your community is coming
soon. Committee members and ‘road’reps’ will be
collecting subscriptions in the next few weeks.

They will drop an envelope into your home and
they will call back at the stated time on the
envelope, to collect it. Please have the money in
the envelope ready for collection -your
cooperation in this regard would be much
appreciated. Road Reps will carry ID when
collecting the envelopes. Membership fee is still
only €15 for 2009 as agreed at the AGM.
Regardless of your nationality, colour, religion
or race -or whither you own or rent your
accommodation. Everyone who lives in the
community of Beaumont is part of the community
of Beaumont –whither you want to be or not.
Your actions and inactions affect your neighbours
and effects the community. Everyone is welcome
to join and benefit from membership of
Beaumont Residents Association –together we’re
better, stronger and safer. Together let’s build a
better Beaumont community for everyone,
through BRA.

KID’S SPORTS & FUN SUMMER FEST
Saturday, 6th June 2009 @ 2.00 pm
In Coolgreena Close Park
Members Children Only, Aged 0 – 12 years

VARIOUS DISTANCE RACES TO SUIT ALL AGES

Bar-B-Q • Bouncy Castle • Super Slide • Wheel of Fortune
Face Painting • Fire Tender • Garda Patrol Jeep • Go-Cart Racing
Free Sweets & Drinks • Discount Shop
Bonny Baby Competitions for Babies: 0 – 12 months and 13 – 36 months.
(Sponsored by Donnycarney Beaumont Credit Union; €250 for winning babies)

GREAT PRIZES, MEDALS and TROPHIES TO BE WON.
COME ALONG AND MAKE THIS A GREAT DAY FOR THE CHILDREN!

Check our website: www.beaumontresidents.ie for updates and changes
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MINUTES OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday 16TH February 2009
The Beaumont Residents Association AGM was held in the Pastoral
Centre, Beaumont on 16th February 2009. All members signing into the
meeting received a ticket for a free raffle. Just before commencement of the
meeting a raffle was held and there were four prize winners.
Des Maguire (Chairperson) opened the meeting @ 8.07 pm
He referred to the minutes of the last AGM and asked that they be taken
as read as the minutes were published in “The Beaumont News” in March
2008. There were no matters arising from the minutes and he asked for their
adoption. Noreen Maher proposed the motion, Anne Maher seconded and
it was carried unanimously.
Noreen Maher presented the Secretary’s report.The report outlined the
success of three main BRA community events in 2008;Kids Sports & Fun Fest,
Senior Citizens Christmas Party and Santa’sVisit. It acknowledged the success
Beaumont achieved in the Tidy Districts competition –winning awards for
three roads.
CSOP (Community Support for Older People) Grants for personal
security systems for more than 60 older people (over 65) were processed by
Beaumont Residents Association in 2008. A new website;
www.beaumontresidents.ie was designed and went live in 2008. Both the
website and The Beaumont News was sponsored by ‘Beaumont House’.The
website contains all back- issues of The Beaumont News since its origin in
1997. It also contains photographs of all community events over the last few
years. Secretary’s report was adopted unanimously.
Bernie Bolger presented theTreasurer’s report.The report demonstrated
that the association’s accounts were being well maintained and figures showed
a small profit for the year. The Bank balance continues in a healthy state.
Treasurers report was adopted unanimously.
Des Maguire stated that Bernie Bolger was not offering herself for reelection. Des thanked Bernie for her excellent service and commitment to
the association over the years and particularly for her hard work in preparing
and maintaining the accounts in a professional manner. Des also thanked ‘road
reps’; Bobby Ennis, Margaret Doyle and Roger O’Farrell who are standing
down.
A new Committee was elected for 2009 (see list of names herein)
Trustees; Chris Foy, Anne Maher and Noreen Maher were ratified for
another year.
Membership subscription fee was raised with some members requesting
that it be increased. However after some discussion it was agreed that it
should remain unchanged at €15.00
Des thanked all members of the outgoing committee and all the ‘road
reps’ and helpers for their time and hard work throughout the year. He then
proceeded with the election of a new committee for 2009. All outgoing
committee members who offered themselves for election were re-elected. In
addition, four new members were elected; Anne Cullen, Dromawling Road.
Patricia Flood Coolrua Drive. David Doyle, Cooleen Avenue and Weldon
Costello, Beaumont Road.
All outgoing ‘road reps’ who offered their services for another year were
ratified. Three new members offered their services as ‘road reps’; Marie
McCabe, Shantalla Drive. Geraldine Drum, Coolrua Drive and Derek Doyle,
Coolrua Drive.
Sergeant Stephen Daly and Garda John Durr from Santry Garda Station
and Garda John Hanrahan from Clontarf Garda Station were in attendance
and presented crime figures for the Beaumont Area. Much discussion took
place about various aspects of crime and in particular; the threat posed by
antisocial behaviour -mostly by young teenagers and certain foreign nationals
in rented accommodation. The Gardai are aware of the problems and
promised keen monitoring of the area going forward. Sergeant Daly stated
that Beaumont continues to enjoy a low level of crime and is a very safe place
to live. He acknowledged the good relations and communication that exists
between the Gardai and ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ in Beaumont. He urged
everyone to be vigilant and report any suspicious activities to the Gardai.
Meeting closed
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Beaumont Residents
Association Committee Members
& Road Reps. 2009.
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Name
Des Maguire, Chairman
Noreen Maher, Vice Chair
David Doyle, Secretary
Deirdre Higgins, Assist Secretary
Phyllis Redmond, Treasurer
Chris Foy, Assist Treasurer
Joan Ennis
Anne Maher
Samuel Bolton
Frank O’Driscoll
Tony King
Anne Cullen
Weldon Costello
Patricia Flood
ROAD REPS. 2009
Marcella O’Donohoe,
Aidan Buckley
Lorraine O’Toole
Frank Gurry
Roi Lacy
Kay Maguire
Patricia Doyle
Derek Doyle
Marie McCabe
Geraldine Drumm

Address
101 Coolgreena Road
26 Coolgreena Road
49 Cooleen Avenue
11 Beaumont Crescent
49 Coolrua Drive
56 Coolrua Drive
47 Beaumont Crescent
52 Coolrua Drive
19 Coolrua Drive
67 Dromawling Road
36 Coolatree Park
9 Dromawling Road
171 Beaumont Road
45 Coolrua Drive

Tel. No.
086-8575814
087-9569626
085-1497512
087-6398816
8375857
8375301
087-9742538
8373616
8374293
8375919
8378436
8374531
8369469
8370341

33 Shantalla Avenue.
31 Shantalla Road
55 Cooleen Avenue
51 Cooleen Avenue
1 Coolgreena Close
101 Coolgreena Road
49 Cooleen Avenue
64 Coolrua Drive.
53 Shantalla Drive
15 Coolrua Drive

8420029
8372269
8368868
8377822
8370200
086-3513888
085-1284423
8373058
8376520
087-6192893

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 2009
Noreen Maher
26 Coolgreena Road
Deirdre Higgins
11 Beaumont Crescent
Phyllis Redmond
49 Coolrua Drive
Anne Cullen
9 Dromawling Road

087-9569626
087-6398816
8375857
8374531

BRA SOCIAL EVENING

BRA is planning to hold its first ‘Social Evening’ for its
Members in mid/late June.
It will be open to all Members, their families and close friends
over 18 years of age.
The venue is the Beaumont House (upstairs) and the evening
will consist of Entertainment, Finger Food, Craic and much more.
Each BRA Member can bring along up to five others (family /
friends).The event is essentially for BRA Members and their
families is Free with a current BRA membership card. Planning is
at an early stage and full details will be in the next issue of this
Newsletter published at end of May / early June. If successful, the
plan is to hold a ‘Social Evening’ once a month.All reasonable
efforts will be made to minimise any potential negative effect on
immediate neighbours to Beaumont House.Your reasonable
suggestions on how we can make it a good and enjoyable
occasion are welcome.

The Funeral Director
you would recommend to a Friend
We are here to help you in your hour of need
(or if you just require information).
We have over 30 years of experience.
We offer a very personal and caring service,
giving every help and consideration to
suit your particular requirements

21 Beaumont Road
Tel: 8373586 - 24 Hours
The
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St. Patrick’s Day in
St. Fiachra’s School
2009

St Patricks Day was celebrated in style with traditional
music and dance. The show was staged by the 6th
classes for all the pupils of both senior and junior school
and their parents. It was a wonderful display of talent
and was most entertaining. Congratulations to the
Teachers involved for organising the event.

Snow in Cooleen Avenue
February 2009

A BIG THANK YOU

Trish Doyle (Cooleen Avenue) and Susan Curran
(Coolatree Park) would like to sincerely thank
everyone on Cooleen Avenue, Coolrua
Drive and Coolatree Park who
supported our Euro for Foxfield School
appeal. Your generosity is much
appreciated. We will let you know in the
next newsletter how much money we
collect and the good use it will be put to.
All donations gratefully received.

The

Beaumont News
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Home Energy Savings Scheme

Measures attracting grant aide are: Roof Insulation, Wall Insulation
and High Energy Boilers. Amazingly; replacing windows do not qualify for grant aid. A grant
is also available for acquiring a Building Energy Rating Certificate (BER cert). A BER
certificate is required by law if you are selling your house or letting your house ±it is not
required otherwise. Only qualified BER Practitioners who are registered with SEI can issue
BER certificates.

Measures Costs Grants & Savings
Home
Energy
Scheme
at a glance
Home
EnergySavings
Savings Scheme
at a glance

Measures

Category

Roof / Attic Insulation
Cavity wall insulation
Internal Wall Dry-Lining
External wall insulation
High Efficiency Gas or Oil fired Boiler
Heating
with Heating Controls Upgrade
Controls
Heating Controls Upgrade
A Before works and an After works BER
BER
Assessment assessment
Roof
Wall

Grant

Savings

¼
¼
¼
¼
¼

Costs
(inclusive of
VAT)
¼
¼
¼
¼
¼

¼
¼

¼
¼

20%
0%

18%
12%
20%
35%
20%

The government backed Home Energy Saving and are available to all home owners including savings scale. You can then decide, in conjunction
scheme was launched recently with great fan fare Landlords for houses built before 2006.
with your BER Practitioner and with the
and greatThe
promises.
This table
is one of
the first
‘green overview
Measures of
attracting
grant the
aide costs
are: Roof
of your abudget, what improvement
above
gives
a quick
the works,
andconstraints
the % savings
initiatives’ that has lots of merit and deserves Insulation, Wall Insulation and High Energy Boilers. works will deliver the best return for your money.
homeowner
candown
expect
her energy
billwindows
for a typical
3-bedroom
house.
support. There
is no obvious
side in
to his
this /Amazingly;
replacing
does not qualify
for Doingsemi-detached
work in an unplanned
manner or for the
scheme and I believe it is a win for the homeowner, grant aid. A grant is also available for acquiring a sake of getting a grant, can be a great
a win for employment, a win for the environment Building Energy Rating Certificate (BER cert). A disappointment and indeed a great waste of
and a win for the government. Grants for the BER certificate is required by law if you are selling money. Professional advice from a BER Practitioner
scheme are being administered by Sustainable your house or letting your house –it is not and a ‘before’ and ‘after’ BER certificate will verify
Energy Ireland (SEI) Grants are not means tested required otherwise. Only qualified BER exactly the quality of the work completed and
Practitioners who are quantify the savings you can enjoy in your energy
registered with SEI can bill in the years ahead. Engaging the services of a
issue BER certificates.
BER Practitioner is grant aided to the tune of €200
The above table gives leaving a net cost to the home owner of about
a quick overview of the €250.This is a small amount relative to your outlay
works, the costs and the % and the potential risk of not getting it right.
savings a homeowner can
Kevin Faughen, Managing Director of iBERcom,
iBERcon Ltd are happy to carry out an expect in his / her energy a specialist consultancy in the energy sector and
bill for a typical 3- SEI registered. He is very familiar with all aspects of
energy assessment of your home, we will bedroom semi-detached the energy savings scheme and says that it is wide
give you independent advice on what work house.
open to abuse by unscrupulous contractors.
The costs shown are Faughen is well aware of the many pit falls and
needs to be carried out, we can arrange for
at the higher end and challenges home owners face. Faughen says
you to receive quotes from certified SEI savings can be made - “homeowners attempting the upgrading of the energy
contractors and will ensure the work is particularly if a number of ratings of their homes without professional advice may
carried out in a competent manner. We will homes were to band not choose the most cost-effective solution, could incur
together as a ‘cluster’ and costly mistakes and could be leaving themselves open
then carry out a final energy assessment one contractor appointed to being ripped off. Much of the insulation and
and issue you with a BER Certificate that is to carry out the works for plumbing works are not readily visible, difficult to inspect
the cluster.
and therefore easy to hide” Faughen also make a very
valid for ten years.
Beaumont Residents reasonable point that if one does not know where they
Association could be an are starting from in terms of energy ratings, how does
ideal cluster and would one measure what they have achieved on completion.
Call Kevin Faughen
represent very significant He goes on to say “upgrading the energy ratings of ones
for a free consultation
buying power, resulting in home should be about making ones home warmer and
significant savings for the more comfortable for less cost –not about making
homeowner.
minimum changes just to obtain a grant”
‘Before’ and ‘After’ BER certificates
While
a
BER
Roof / Attic Insulation is probably the
for BRA Members at Special Discount certificate is required only most common form of insulation in most homes.
if you are selling your Until now the standard depth of insulation (usually
Rate of €450
home or letting your fibreglass) was 75 mm (3”) however, the depth of
house, it is well worth insulation required under the Energy Savings
getting a BER ‘before’ and Scheme is 300 mm (12”)
Tel: 01-4800545
‘after’ certificate. A BER
If every home in Ireland installed 300 mm of
Mob 086-8066838
certificate before you attic insulation, we could save more than €90
commit to doing any million and nearly 400,000 tonnes of CO2 every
E Mail: info@ibercon.ie
energy savings work will year.
bench mark where your
There are three main types of attic
Web: www.iBERcon.ie
house ranks in the energy insulation products:
4
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Rolled fibreglass is the one most home
owners are familiar with and most homes have
about 75 mm of this fibreglass in the attic.
Blown fibreglass is becoming more
popular with installers, primarily because of it’s ease
of installation. It is first mixed and then blown
through a tube into the attic space to the
appropriate depth (300 mm). In addition to the
ease of installation, this product better fills the
small areas and gaps than the rolled fibreglass.
Blown cellulous is very similar to blown
fibreglass except it is more expensive. It is made
from recycled waste paper that is processed and
fireproofed. This product may appeal to the very
green conscious home owners.
Cavity Walls Insulation is common in
houses built in the last ten years but again the
thickness of the insulation installed falls far short of
what is recommended by the new Energy Scheme.
Insulating a cavity wall by blowing cavity bead
insulation into the cavity through small holes drilled
in the external leaf of the wall, is a relatively new
method of insulation. It is certainly not a DIY job. It
requires a specialist contractor to perform the
work and it is open to the greatest amount of
abuse. Due to the narrow cavity in some walls it
may not provide the required insulation value. It is
almost impossible to know if all the cavity areas are
filled as the cavity cannot be viewed and the only
way to fully check and inspect the completed work
is with a thermal imaging camera and this adds to
the cost. The attractive aspect of this form of
insulation is its minimum interference with the rest
of the house and the speed of installation –only a
few hours.
External wall insulation - External
insulation involves fixing insulation materials such
as mineral wool or expanded polystyrene slabs to
the outer surface of the wall. This insulation is
covered with a special cement-based render to
provide weather resistance. A steel or fibreglass
mesh is embedded in this render to provide
strength and impact resistance. Eaves and window
cills may need to be extended and downpipes
relocated to facilitate this external cladding which
can be up to 100 mm thick. It is most important
that a competent contractor be engaged for this
work. There are very few contractors in Ireland
with experience in this form of insulation.
External Wall Dry-Lining - Internal
insulation involves fixing a layer of insulation to the
internal surfaces of the external wall. This layer of
plasterboard is then fitted and finished with plaster
which can then be painted, papered or tiled.
Internal insulation is ideal for retro fit and
represents one of the most common insulation
methods where major refurbishing work is carried
out. The level of disruption, inconvenience and
mess to the house caused by dry lining insulation
during its construction is very high. Everything fixed
to the existing wall must first be removed; skirting
boards, architrave, power points, radiators, dado
rails and pictures.When the insulation is completed
the removed items have to be reinstated. This
needs the input from a number of trades which
inevitably leads to increased costs. The total
thickness of the insulation is considerable and can
significantly reduce the size of rooms.
For homes that are well maintained and in very
good décor shapes internally, this form of insulation
would not the preferred option.
An un-insulated home loses around a third of
its heat through its external walls.
Heating Controls Upgrade
Boiler Replacement a good option!
Boilers available today have efficiencies of
between 90% and 96%. This contrasts with boilers
in most homes today which have efficiency in the
The
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order of about 70%. Replacing an existing boiler online or download an application form.
with a new high efficiency boiler represents an Alternatively call 1850-927000. When applying on
actual fuel savings of more than 30% -yes, a cut in line you must have at the ready; (i) your MPRN
your gas bill of more than a quarter! Boiler number (ii) your Bank account code and number
replacement is therefore, one of the simplest, least (MPRN number is written in a green box on the
messy and most cost-effective energy saving top right of your ESB bill) It asks you click on the
measures you intend doing and then ask you to
measure one can implement in one’s home.
There are two main types of ‘high name the contractor from a drop down list of
efficiency’ boilers; Condensing and approved contractors servicing your area. You
cannot proceed without stating the contractor’s
Combination Boilers.
Condensing boilers have a much higher name you are using for the works. This is more
efficiency than non-condensing boilers; however than a little strange and limiting. It would be much
there are some rare situations where installing one more flexible and friendly if one had to tick a box
may not always be feasible. Here is where good agreeing to use an ‘approved contractor’ from the
independent technical advice is essential and list rather than confining oneself so early on in the
process. One can only assume that the contractor
strongly recommended.
Condensing boilers use less fuel and have can be changed at a later stage.
On submitting the application form, you will
lower running costs than other boilers. Higher
efficiency levels are made possible by extracting receive by return a confirmation of your
heat contained in the combustion gases, which application and your application number. It asks you
would otherwise have been lost to the to accept or reject the offer within 72 hours by
clicking on a link at which point you will be asked
atmosphere.
When oil or gas is burned, the hydrogen links to submit your MPRN number again. On
with oxygen in the air to form H2O (water). This submitting your acceptance you will receive
water (as vapour) can be seen from the exhausts another email confirming the Grant amount and
of cars on cold days. The vapour (or steam) the Measures. The offer remains open for six
contains about 8% of the total fuel’s energy and months after which it lapses and a new application
capturing it makes energy efficiency sense. This is must be made. On completion, a Declaration of
exactly what condensing boilers do. They Works form (DOW) is required to claim payment
“condense” the vapour and capture the energy of the grant. Applying for and receiving a grant is
not dependent on a SEI inspection. Interestingly, SEI
contained therein.
Combination boilers are capable of states that the timing and payment of grants are
providing instant hot water and heating while dependent on the amount of government funding
saving space within a home. The conventional made available to SEI.
arrangement in Ireland is to have a normal boiler
which heats the radiators
via a sealed water circuit.
Domestic hot water in the
DONNYCARNEY BEAUMONT
cylinder (in the hot press)
CREDIT UNION
is heated via a coil through
which the radiator water
flows.
There
is
considerable delay in
heating the water in this
manner.
A ‘combi’ boiler
combines
both
a
conventional boiler for
radiators
and
an
independent water heater,
We support the
together in the one unit.
This dispenses with the
hot water cylinder in the
hot press and it means
that hot water is available
instantly.
We offer
Heating Controls:
Automatic Timers, Room
Thermostats
and
For
Thermostatic Radiator
Valves (TVRs) are devices
Grant Aided Home Improvements
that allow one to schedule
the heating duty on the
Under the Home Energy
hot water and heating
system and to turn the
Savings Scheme
system on and off as
Terms and Conditions apply
required thereby accruing
savings for the home
owner. Some or all of
these heating controls
need to be included with a
No Fees, No Charges, No Penalties
boiler upgrade in order to
qualify for a grant.
Fast decision
How to apply for
a Grant
Apply now on-line: www.dbcu.com
Log onto Sustainable
Energy Ireland website:
Artaine Castle and 113 Malahide Road
www.sei.ie and apply

HOME ENERGY SAVINGS SCHEME
SPECIAL L0W COST LOANS

Call us now on: 8319 441
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A nation once again:

The reality of the dole queue:

We are all hearing about the job losses and the amount of people signing
on for job seekers allowance. In my innocence I assumed that adjustments
would be made to staffing levels and arrangements would be put in place to
cope with the extra people signing on for the first time.
Can you imagine a hotel or a department store who are expecting extra
crowds in because of a function or sale. Do you think they put plans in place
to cope with the crowd and to provide the service the are being paid to
provide? Of course they do or the next time the crowds will stay away and go
somewhere they will get good service.
Now imagine having to go and sign on for the first time. The dole office
opens at 9.30 so those wiser than yourself advise you to make sure to be
outside before 9am.You wonder why this is necessary but you do what you are
told. You arrive at 8.50 and there are about 12 people already ahead of you.
You queue in the street as every car driver who passes ( and I do mean every)
looks each and every one of you up and down with a mixture of contempt
because you are not working and relief that they still are. Already you are
forgetting that it is not your fault you are unemployed, that you have paid your
taxes for years and years and that you are only going to sign on to claim what
is rightfully yours. You are starting to feel worthless and forget that you are a
highly educated, capable person who up until a few days ago had a worthwhile
job and a bright future. Now remember you have not even gotten inside the
door of the dole office yet.
Once the doors open you shuffle through and form a queue at the ONE
AND ONLY reception/information hatch that is open. The queue stretches
around the whole office in a zig zag line. By 9.35 there are approximately 100
people in this queue. Surely, you think, there is a ticketing system and seats to
sit on. Silly you, this is the Irish Civil Service, paid for by your taxes and there
for your benefit. No you stand and if you happen to be standing in front of the
row of wooden benches along the back wall, you think great I can sit down for
a few minutes and move along the seat as the queue moves forward. Not so
according to the porter. You cannot sit down, you must stay standing. Now if
you are pregnant or have any other reason to find standing difficult, well that
is too bad. This is the dole office, not somewhere that you can expect to be
comfortable. And God help anyone who needs to use a toilet as happened to
one poor girl when I was there. There are no toilets for public use. You need
to leave the queue, leave the building and find a toilet elsewhere and then come
back and join the end of the queue again. At about 10 o’clock a second
information desk opens. Now we have two desks open and it still takes one
hour for me to get to the top of the queue. Remember there were only about
12 people ahead of me. When you get to the hatch you are either re-directed
to another queue or given an appointment to come back another day for your
claim to be processed. As I stood in this queue it struck me why this particular
Monday was so busy. It was the Monday after 600 people were made
redundant at SR Technics. Now somebody in the Department of Social and
Family Affairs is on a huge salary to be in charge. Can this genius not plan for
busy periods, open more hatches and allow for the likes of 600 extra people
signing on that Monday. I have no doubt that this scenario is played out in lots
of Dole Offices every day of the week.Who is accountable for this? Remember
we are paying the salaries of these people and we deserve better. While each
and every one of the front line staff in the dole offices are extremely
courteous, it’s the suits in the big offices who are so far removed from ordinary
people who should be held accountable for the appaling conditions and service
the rest of us have to endure. If the bad planning, lack of facilities and total
disregard for people that I experienced in the Dole Office is typical of the
Public Sector and Civil Service as a whole, then God help us as a country. We
are truly in big, big trouble.
Someone needs to call a halt to it all now, get the Public Sector accountable
to the country’s tax payers and get the country back on track. I have my doubts
though as to whether there is anyone out there big and brave enough to do
what is right. Until this happens we have no hope of getting out of the mess
we are in. Name with the editor

Nothing for Me!

While the Senior Members Christmas Party and the Childrens Fun Day in
the Summer are well supported and extremely popular with those who take
part in them, there are a huge amount of people in Beaumont who qualify for
neither of these events. As one of those people I would love to see the
Residents Association organising something for those of us over 12 but under
a “certain age”. There has to be loads of people who would welcome an
opportunity to meet their neighbours and get to know new people. Wouldn’t
an informal “get to know you” evening on each road be great for the
community or maybe a Inter Road table quiz. I am sure loads of people have
other ideas. Perhaps it would be an idea to send a little questionnaire out to
members to see if they would like to get to know more people in their area
and maybe the rest of us can get the opportunity to be part of a community
that the Old Folks and the children are lucky to be part of. Name with the
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Now that the main topic of conversation in Ireland has moved from the
price of houses and the weather to the RECESSION I would like to share
some thoughts with you on how we have lost the run of ourselves as a
nation. Firstly let me say that in this letter I am not in any way making light
of the people who have lost their jobs and are struggling to pay mortgages
and rear children.
This letter is not about those people but about those who are still
working, still bringing home money and still saying the recession is affecting
them.
Well I have news for you people, the recession is not hitting you at all.
We have turned into a nation of people who drive our children half a
mile to school and then stop at the local petrol station for a take out coffee
on the way home instead of going home to our own kitchen and making a
coffee.
A nation who are buying ready made sandwiches on the way to work
or school instead of making them at home.
A nation who go to the cinema and pay ridiculously high prices for
sweets, popcorn etc instead of bringing sweets along with us from the local
sweet shop.
A nation who must have three foreign holidays a year instead of a couple
of weeks “down the country” in a caravan spending quality time with our
families. No we would rather spend hours queuing to go through security
at the Airport in case anyone thinks we cannot afford to go abroad.
A nation who buy ready made meals because we have no time to
prepare meals. I mean ready peeled vegetables and potatoes. Come on, who
can be that busy that they cannot peel a few spuds for the dinner??
A nation of “Keep up with the Jones’es”. New fitted kitchens every four
or five years because we are fed up looking at the old one, new cars every
two years even though we all know a car depreciates in value so quickly we
are losing money as soon as we drive a new car off the forecourt.
Where did the good old days go where we passed clothes down to our
friends children, where we swopped maternity clothes, where we babysat
for one another? Where we were so proud that we were making our weeks
money stretch and were getting the best value for the wages we worked
so hard to bring home.
What lessons are we teaching our children about money and value
when we just spend, spend, spend, and do not seem to feel the need to
budget or wonder how much is owed on our credit cards ? Maybe now is
the time to re-look at our lifestyles and spending habits and get back to
basics and start enjoying life without being obsessed with material
possessions and what money can buy.
As any of our Mothers would have told us – “its far from this we were
reared”. Name with the editor

DOHERTY’S
Late Night Pharmacy
2 Shantalla Road, Beaumont, Dublin 9.
(opposite Beaumont House)

Jason Doherty MPSI
Niamh Doherty MPSI

9am–8pm Monday-Friday
9am-6pm Saturday

Phone: 837 1931

Professional Advice Guaranteed
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Accident Shantalla Road: Will the
Person who witnessed a cyclist accident at the
roundabout on Shantalla Road at Shantalla
Avenue junction (adjacent to Q4U) on
Wednesday 22nd March 2009 at 4.00 pm
please call: 085 1652313 to return the red
blankets. Thank you.
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Des
O’Loughlin, Coolatree Park who celebrated
their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 1st April
2009.
Congratulations
to
Desmond
Cunningham who celebrated his 90th Birthday
with a party surrounded by all his family in
December 2008.
Congratulations to Doreen Ryan who
celebrated her 80th Birthday early in January
with a party at the Artane Beaumont
Recreation Centre.
Sympathy: We offer our sincere
sympathy to all who suffered the loss of a
loved one. It’s always courteous to
acknowledge all who have died in our
community. If you would like an
acknowledgement or a notice printed in the
Newsletter, please inform us and we will do
our best to facilitate you.
Joe, Brian and Margaret Traynor of
Cooleen Avenue, would sincerely like to thank
the community for their sympathy and support
following on the recent death of their beloved
mother; Rita Traynor.
Senior Citizen’s Christmas Party
2008: Our big event of the year took place on
Saturday 29th November 2009 at the
Artane/Beaumont Recreation Centre. It was
great to see so many of our dear Senior
Citizens coming along by bus and car to enjoy
a Christmas Party with their neighbours. The
Lord Mayor of Dublin Eibhlin Byrne came
along and welcomed all present. Our one man
band Stephen King played and sang to fantastic
music which kept the atmosphere going
throughout the night.
Our quick witted MC Michael Maher kept
the seniors entertained with his good humour,
fun, spots prizes and raffles. As this was the
tenth Annivsary
we
made
special
arrangements to add a little surprise to the
party by bringing along Professional Dancers
namely Ciaran Keating and his Troupe of
Dancers. The atmosphere was electric at this
stage, as they entertained all present with
brilliant dancing. The food was beautifully
prepared and laid out by Phyllis Redmond and
her crew of helpers. The tables and hall were
tastefully decorated with a lovely touch of the
Christmas Season. Our local Priests from
Beaumont and Whitehall paid a visit to the
seniors and had a chat with them as they made
their way around the tables. It’s always great to
see our youth helping out with such energy
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and enthusiasm at the Seniors Party year after
year.
We wish to express with great gratitude
our sincere thanks to the following shops and
businesses.
Lorcan Avenue: Supervalu, Christopher
Murphy Jewellers, Crumlin Blinds, Kilmardinny
Inn:
Shantalla Road: Beaumont House Pub
and Restaurant, Doherty’s Pharmacy,
Plasrerers Union, Pick of the Crop, Plasters
Union, Karisma Hairdressers, Byrne and Family
Butchers, Boston Bakery, Shantalla Barbers:
Beaumont Road: Lanigan’s Funeral
Home.
Collins Avenue: Costcutter, EBS.
Adrian Dunne Pharmacy.
Swords Road: Bank of Ireland, Airport
Takeaway, Larkhill Credit Union, O’Sullivan of
Life Pharmacy and AIB
Omnipark Shopping Centre: Jim
Carey’s Shop, Tesco, Books Unlimited, Dry
Cleaners, Art & Hobby Shop, Butchers and
Montrose Jewellers,
Artaine Castle: Kings Jewellers, The
Book Shop, Unicare and Beverly Jones.
Mary, Frances, Nuala, Maria, Noreen and
Patricia of The Cremore Clinic, Glasnevin and
Joan Ennis.
Thanks a million to all those wonderful
volunteers who helped make the night a huge
success for the Senior Citizens of Beaumont.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Neighbourhood
Watch was originally
set up in Beaumont
over 22 years ago. It
laid low for a number
of years until it was
revived nearly eleven
years ago. It’s a
partnership between
the Gardai and the
community here in
our Neighbourhood.
There has been a
burglary in our area
very recently. Please
keep a watch out for
suspicious
people
10% Discount
around the area and if
when you
in doubt report them
mention
to the Gardai.
this
It’s worth the
Advertisement
money in investing in a
House Alarm. It will
pay for itself.
If
going
on
holidays please inform
your
neighbours.
Always leave a light on
and a radio.
It has come to our
notice that two Bogus
Detectives
are
operating
around
Beaumont and other
areas. Please don’t be
deceived by them, ask
them for identification
and if you are not
satisfied dial 999 and
report them to the
Gardai.
Road Markings:
A great job was done

on reinstating the markings on all the Roads
around Beaumont. Thanks to Des Maguire and
Cllr Sean Paul Mahon for getting Dublin City
Council to do the work –it was badly needed.
Also most of the trees in the area were
pruned at the request of Beaumont Residents
Association. The trees are looking much
better, safer and less likely to be damaged by
storms and thereby extending their life.
Clean up: We all should endeavour to
clean up outside of our houses and put the
correct bins out on Tuesday. We are hoping to
enter for the Tidy Districts Competition again
this year.
Kid’s Sports & Fun Day: Looking
forward to Saturday 6th June for our Annual
Children's Sports and Fun Day. We hope to
see all the Grannies, Grandads, Mammies and
Daddy's along with their families and
grandchildren at this event. There’s something
for everyone. Races, Barbeque, Top D.J. with
good music, Shop, Wheel of Fortune, Bouncy
Castle and Bonny Baby Competition. Let’s
hope the weather will be good on the day.
Subscription envelopes will be
delivered through your letter box soon. The
subscription is €15.00 the same as for the last
few years. I hope you can continue to support
this association –by doing so you are
supporting your neighbours and your
community. Please have the envelope ready
when the Road Rep calls –he / she will show
identification. Thank you.
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BRA POST BOX FINDS
NEW HOME

BRA Post Box has a new home in the
Beaumont House (off-licence)

Free PRIZE Quiz
(For BRA Members only)

First five correct answers drawn from the hat will receive a
€50 voucher for one of the following: The Beaumont House,
Doherty’s Pharmacy, Byrne’s Butchers, ChemDry or Cash

To win, answer this simple question
WHO IS THE CURRENT MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT?

Post your answer to our Post Box, in Beaumont House or in the
Post Office OR email it to info@beaumontresidents.ie
Closing date: Saturday 16th May 2009.
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Grants for Security Systems
Scrapped

Community Support for Older People (CSOP) Grants
whereby older people could get Personal Alarms, Security
Lights, Smoke Alarms, etc, has been suspended as part of
the Government’s cut backs. BRA last year successfully
processed over 60 applications for grants. It was a very
cost effective scheme, administered by BRA (and other
voluntary organisations around the country) at no cost to
the state.The Personal Alarms brought huge benefits to the
elderly recipients’; allowing them to live independent lives,
stay and feel secure in their own homes for much longer
than would otherwise be the case. Older people were
discharged earlier from hospital when they had their
personal alarm pendant –they were always in
communications 24 hours a day 7 days a week. Elderly
people will now, as a result of the scrapping of the grant
scheme, have to go into hospital and nursing homes earlier
and be discharged later resulting in greater congestion and
longer hospital waiting lists. This decision is crazy and
makes no economic sense whatsoever. We are all painfully
aware of the critical economic state of the country is in
right now but this type of blunt and mindless cutback
serves only to exacerbate the situation. I am of the view
that savings could have been made to the scheme by
restricting the number of items covered by the grant and
maybe restricting the grant to people living alone or even
some form of means test –but scrapping the grant
completely is outrageous and unacceptable.

Beaumont House
Lounge/Restaurant/Off-Licence

1 Shantalla Road, Beaumont, Dublin 9. Tel: 837 1008 Fax: 836 8405 Email: beaumonthouse@eircom.net

Breakfast Served 9am till 12 noon
- 7 Days a Week

CARVERY LUNCH SERVED
Mon-SAT 12–3.30pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays 12–8pm

10% Discount available to B.R.A. Members
For Food purchases on presentation of
B.R.A. Membership Card.

SAMPLE LUNCH MENU

EARLY BIRD MENU
Served 3.30pm–7pm Mon – Sat

Prime Roast Sirloin Of Beef,
Roast Crown Of Turkey
Roast Leg Of Lamb, Boiled Silverside
Of Cornbeef

SENIOR CITIZENS LUNCH
SPECIAL PRICE

MENU VARIES DAILY

A LA CARTE SERVED
Served 3.30pm –-9pm Mon – Sat

Deep Fried Fillet Of Plaice, Darne Of
Fresh Salmon
Supreme Of Breaded Chicken,
Breast Of Chicken Curry

TAKE-AWAY MEALS
A.I.B. BANKLINK
Wide Selection of Food Available including;
The National Lottery is available in our Off-Licence
Soup, Coffee & Tea.
THE BEAUMONT NEWS, 101 Coolgreena Road, Beaumont, Dublin 9.
Email: info@beaumontresidents.ie
www.beaumontresidents.ie
8

The

Beaumont News

